[In the interests of taking one's time even when one reads a scientific article! Critical review of the literature on tooth eruption].
Nowadays everybody has access to the medical literature, not only through the libraries of the universities, but even more conveniently via Medline and Pubmed. It is very tempting only to read abstracts and summaries instead of "wasting time" by reading the whole article. Reading the article itself however enables the reader to select only these articles that have a good methodological and statistical basis. In this contribution several topics will be discussed that may help the reader to read scientific articles with a critical mind: definitions, quality of the data, study concepts, composition of the sample, control group, statistical analysis, sample size and interpretation of the results. Different items are exemplified with articles that deal with the emergence of permanent teeth.